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A Level Religious Studies Exemplar Scripts

‘Explore’ question: Mark scheme.

Level

Mark

Descriptor

0

No rewardable material.

Level 1

1-2

A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1).
Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key religious
ideas and beliefs with some inaccuracies (AO1).

Provides a superficial understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs
(AOD1).

Level 2

3-5

A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected
most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AO1).
Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key religious
ideas and beliefs (AO1).

Develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show a depth of understanding
(AD1).

Level 3

A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout (AO1).

Knowledge and understanding addresses a broad range of key religious
ideas and beliefs (AO1).

Comprehensively develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show a depth
of understanding (AC1).
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‘Explore’ question: ‘Where Candidates Did Well’ (Page 1/1)

1133 - 143
SECTION A .

Answer ALL questions, Write your answers in the spaces provided.

1 Explore key features of the ummah as an expression of Islamic identity.
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(Total for Question 1 =8 marks)
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‘Explore’ question: ‘Where Candidates Did Not Do Well’. (Page 1/1)
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SECTION A
Answer ALL questions. Write your answers in the spaces provided.
1 Explore key features of the ummah as an expression of Islamic identity. 5 ;-{
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[Total for Question 1= 8 marks]
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‘Assess’ question

: Mark scheme.

Level

Mark

Descriptor

0

No rewardable material.

Level 1

1-4

A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1).
Information/issues are identified (AO2).

Judgements are supported by generalised arguments (AO2).

Level 2

A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected,
most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AO1).

Deconstructs religious information/issues which lead to a simplistic chain
of reasoning (AO2).

Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made
(AO2).

Level 3

9-12

A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout (AO1).

Critically deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent
and logical chains of reasoning (AO2).

Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of
elements in the question (AO2).
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‘Assess’ question: ‘Where Candidates Did Well’ (Page 1/3)
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‘Assess’ question: ‘Where Candidates Did Well’ (Page 2/3)
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‘Assess’ question: ‘Where Candidates Did Well’ (Page 3/3)
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‘Assess question: ‘Where Candidates Did Not Do Well’. (Page 1/1)
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‘Clarify’ question: Mark scheme.

Level

Mark

Descriptor

0

No rewardable material.

Level 1

1-3

A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1).
Knowledge and understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs is
superficial (AO1).

Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key religious
ideas and beliefs with some inaccuracies that are not directly linked to the
extract (AD1).

Level 2

4-6

A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected
most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AO1).
Knowledge and understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs is
detailed, however it is not fully developed (AO1).

Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key religious
ideas and beliefs and are linked in most cases to reference from the
extract (AD1).

Level 3

A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout (AO1).

Knowledge and understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs is detailed
and fully developed (AO1).

Knowledge and understanding addresses a broad range of key religious
ideas and beliefs and is fully linked to references from the extract (AO1).

‘Clarify’ question: ‘Where Candidates Did Well’. (Page 1/2)
Pearson Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies (Specification A) Summer 2023 Feedback — delegate booklet
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. In this extract by John Hick from his work in his baok The Metaphor God Incarnate’ loha Hick
details his beliefs about atonement theory, and the sacrifice of Jesus ta deliver humanity from
sin. Hick's atcnement theory is based off of his other work around his belief that God alaws vl
to exist in order for peaple 1o close the epistemic distance between God and humanity through
saul making, fellpwing the maral exemplar aof lesus in arder to become as clase as possible o
the perfect child of Ged, Therefore Hick's atonement theary soes jesus as a3 mosal examalar and
thius besus did nak free humanity from sin because this would make humanity moeally
irediponsibhe, Hick first shows this view where he raises the guestion, whether ‘repertarce,
apelagy, reperation and penance — can be carried over unchanged into pur relationship with
Gad' this shows that Hick questicns whether it i3 worth repenting. apolagising, pay reperations
amd penance if ene i already atoned from original sin, This is because Hick's baliaf is that sin
still exlsts and thus repanting, apelogising, pay reperations and penance |5 somewhat pointiess
becaude evil and suffering is vital in order for one to do good to close the spistemic distance.
This heads Hick ta continue this paint where he states that | suggest that when we have offered
reperation-plus-penance to human beings whom wie have Injened, there i mi further
reperation-plus-penance to be made salely for God's benefit’, this chenws that Hick beliewes that
pnce evil and suffering bes oceurred ane must do good and repent but pot sclely to God in
order to win aver God, but pay reperation-plus-penance to those harmaed in order to follow
lesus’ exarmple a8 the moral exemplar, and ‘love thy nelghbowr’, This is because God does nat
requinge an aposhagy but rather sees one do a goed deed throwgh making smmends and daing
goad deeds an earth, this showing the need for evil In erder to permit soulmaking.

Hick's next idea I the passage s his narrow atonement model which shows a transacticaal dea
of atanement theory, where one repents for their gin as a transaction for & 38l in heaven and
the tramsaction of the death of Jesus to sawe humanity froem sin, Hick states 'Gad cannat be

benefitted, and thus recompensed and atoned to,..’ this shaws to thase who believe in the

‘Clarify’ question: ‘Where Candidates Did Well’. (Page 2/2)
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tranzactional view of atanement such as the ransom theory cannot work becausse God cannot
Berefit fram being atoned to, but instead the person wha is atoning must atene through
transformational atonement theory, such as lohn Hick's soul making theodicy following lesus as
the maral exemplar.

Hick goes on o deselog this point and end the passage by stating 'But il is not. appropeiate (o
engress that fact by depicting his death as an atonang sacrifice that benefits God and so enables
Ged o farghse humanity’, this shows that i Is wrong to belleve In the narrow idea of atancmaent
theary because just because Jesus’ sacrificed humanity from original sin does not mean that
God shauld have fargiven humanity, isntesd God forgave humanity out of love, for no benefit of
his own, and allawed us free will and evils in the warld to bearm from and became as close o
lesus” moral gxemalar as possiole in order to close the epdstemic distance each person has
between themsebves and God and thus earn a seat In heaven from being the most virtuous

perian they can postibly be.

‘Clarify’ question: ‘Where Candidates Did Not Do Well’. (Page 1/2)
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SECTIONE
Anpwer ALL questions. Write your angwers in the spaces provided.
Read the following passage before answering the quastions.

Thi guestion that has ba be asked i whether, . repentance, apology, reparation
and pepanoe - can be camied ower unchanged into cur relaticn shig with Ged, .
Aepentance, and spology as an expression of repantance, stil apply; the sinner
shauld truly and deeply repent and ask God's fargiveness, .. [ suggast that when we
have afered repanatian-pluspanance ta the human beings wham e have inguned,
thire 15 e further reparaticn-plus-persnce 1o be made sclely for God's benefit In
daing all we can 1o repair matters with owr wronged reighiour we ane doing what
genulre repentance reguine, Far God cannat be benefitted, and thus recompended
and staned te,,, Ineelation to God the truly penitent person... can only accepd
fargteeness as a free gift of grace, undesenad and unsarned. It may well be Jesuy’ Be
arsd teaching that promipt someone 1o do this. But it i net... apprapeiabe o express

| that fact by depicting his death as an sicning sacrifion that benefits God and 2

| enables God to forghe humanity, !

"

[uree; ectract sdapied from The Metaphor of Godincamane Hick, 1. Exdemooe] Anthalagy)
¥ &) Clasily tha ideas about Hicks views illustrated in this passage.
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‘Clarify’ question: ‘Where Candidates Did Not Do Well’. (Page 2/2)
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‘Analyse’ question: Mark scheme.
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Leval Mark Descriptor
0 Mo rewardable material.

Level 1 1-4 « A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminalogy
are selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately
(AO1).

= Information/fissues are selected (AD2).

s Makes basic connections between a limited range of elements in the
question (AD2).

+ Judgements are supported by generic arguments (A02].

Level 2 5-8 + A limited range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology
are selected, some of which are used appropriately with some
inaccuracies (AOL).

Deconstructs religious information/issues (A02]).
Makes connections between a limited range of elerments in the
question (AD2]).

+ Judgements of a limited range of elements in the guestion are made
with little or no attempt to appraise evidence (AQ2).

Level 3 9-12 + A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
selected, most of which are used appropriately with some
inaccuracies (AO1).

+ Deconstructs religious information/issues, which lead to a simple
chain of reasoning (AQ2).

+ Makes connections between many but not all of the elements in the
question (AD2).

« Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are
made, which are supported by an attempt to appraise evidence
[(AD2).

Level 4 13-16 = A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
carefully selected, most of which are used appropriately and
accurately throughout (AO1).

= Deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent and
logical chains of reasoning (AO2).

s Makes connections between a wide range of elements in the
question (AD2).

s Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of many but not all
of the elements in the question, which are supported by the
appraisal of some evidence (AO2).

Level 5 17-20 s A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout [AD1).

+ Critically deconstructs religious information/fissues leading to
coherent and legical chains of reasoning (AO2).

+ Makes connections between the full range of elements in the
question (AD2).

» Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of
elements in the question, which are fully supported by the
comprehensive appraisal of evidence (AD2).

‘Analyse’ question: ‘Where Candidates Did Well'. (Page 1/3)
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Lewvel Mark Descriptor

a Mo rewardable material.

Level 1 | 1-6 +« A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminclogy are
selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1).

+ Information/issues are identified (AD2).

Makes basic connections between a limited range of elaments in the

question (AD2).

Judgements are supported by generlc arguments (AO02).

Judgements made with no attempt to appraise evidence (AO2).

Conclusions are provided but are simplistic and/or generic (A02).

A limited range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are

selected, some of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies

(AD1).

+ Deconstructs religious information/issues (AO2).

Makes connections between a limited range of elements in the question
(AD2).

+ Judgements of a limited range of elements in the guestion are made
(AD2).

Judgements made with little or no attempt to appraise evidence (AD2).

+ Conclusions are provided, which loosely draw together ideas but with
little or no attempt to justify (AO2).

Level 3 | 13-18 |« A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminclogy are selected,
most of which are used appropriately with some Inaccuracies (AO1).

« Deconstructs rellglous informationfissues, which lead to a simplistic
chain of reasoning (AOQ2).

+« Makes connectlons between many but not all of the elements in the
quastion [(AD2).

+ Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made
(AD2).

Judgements are supported by an attempt to appraise evidence (AQ2).

« Conclusions are provided, which logically draw together ideas and are
partially justified (AD2).

Level 4 | 19-24 |+ A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminclogy are
carafully selected, most of which are used appropriately and accurately
throughout (AQ1).

+ Deconstructs rellglous information/issues leading to coherent and logical
chains of reasoning (A02).

+« Makes connections between a wide range of elements in the question
(AD2).

+ Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of many but not all of the
elements in the question (AQ2).

+ Reasoned judgements are supported by the appraisal of some evidence
(AD2).

« Convincing conclusions are provided, which fully and logically draw
together ideas and are partially justified (AD2}.

Level 5 | 25-30 |+ A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout (AQL).

+ Critically deconstructs religicus information/issues leading to coherent
and legical chains of reasoning (AO2).

+ Makes connections between the full range of elements in the question
(AD2).

+ Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of
elements in the question (A02).

+ Reasoned judgements are fully supported by the comprehensive
appraisal of evidence (AD2]).

+ Convincing conclusions are provided which fully and logically draw
together ideas and are fully justified (AD2).

Leval 2 | 7-12

‘Evaluate’ question: ‘Where Candidates Did Well’. (Page 1/8)
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SECTIONM C
: Write your answer in the space provided, AR
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In your respanse to this question, you must indude how developmeants in Philosophy
of Refigion have been influenced by ane of the following:
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SECTION €
Write your answaer in the space provided,
4 Evaluate the claim that critiques of religious beliel provide decisive chalfenges

ta religh
ian. 4

In your respanse to fhis question, yau must include how developmenis in Philosoptny
af Feligion have been Bfluenced by ome of the fallowing:

+ Religian ard Ethics
+ Mewr Tostamsent Studies
=+ Study of a Religlon.
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